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Explanation of weighted grading system 
ICCSD high schools use a letter grade system for determining academic achievement within a 
class. At the conclusion of each trimester, grade point average (GPA) is determined by 
assigning point values to each letter grade. High schools will assign an extra point value (or a 
weighted grade) to all  Advanced Placement (AP) classes  according to the following table: 
  

Letter 
Grade 

Meaning Approximate Classroom 
Point Distribution 

GPA Point Value AP GPA Point 
Value 

A Excellent 90-100% 4 5 
B Good 80-89% 3 4 
C Average 70-79% 2 3 
D Below Average 60-69% 1 2 
F Deficient 0-59% 0 0 

  
Transitioning to the new weighted grading system 
In the summer of 2019, the transcripts of students who have not yet graduated will be adjusted 
to retroactively weight any AP courses taken.  This will allow all students, beginning with the 
graduating class of 2020, to have four years of weighted grades upon graduation.  
   
Rationale : 

● In surveying Iowa Colleges and Universities, it was determined that all of them offer 
scholarships and tuition reductions based on the incoming GPA of the students they 
enroll.  Furthermore, when determining financial awards, more than half of them do not 
take into account that not all high schools have weighted grades. Weighting AP course 
grades for ICCSD students will allow them to be more competitive with students from 
other districts who currently engage in this practice.  

● It is the goal of the ICCSD that all students challenge themselves with the most rigorous 
coursework that they are capable of taking. Some students avoid taking AP classes in 
an effort to maintain a higher GPA. By giving an additional point for the GPA multiplier, 
students would not have to be concerned that a more rigorous class would negatively 
affect their GPA.  

● In addition, the ICCSD is working to increase the number of underrepresented students 
who take AP classes. Weighting grades in AP courses will provide an additional 
incentive for these students to take these more rigorous classes. 

● While initial consideration was given to weighting Honors courses, it was subsequently 
decided to limit the weighting of classes to courses that follow the Advanced Placement 
curriculum. It quickly became apparent, as programs began to submit requests for 
additional classes to be considered Honors, that there was not a clear definition of what 
constitutes an Honors course.  In addition, since the vast majority of high schools across 
the state solely weight AP courses, aligning our policy with this practice places our 
students on equal footing with their peers, without creating an unfair advantage.  


